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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SENATOR BARBARA A. MIKULSKI CALLS FOR INDEPENDENT ADVISORY BOARD TO IMPLEMENT NASA CHANGES
Will Introduce Legislation in September to Create Panel
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today announced that she will introduce legislation to create a permanent, independent advisory board to implement the recommendations made by the Columbia Accident Investigation Board (CAIB).  The CAIB final report that was released today recommends a number of changes – both technical and managerial – at NASA to make operation of the space shuttle as safe as possible.  
“I believe the Columbia Accident Investigation Board led by Admiral Gehman did an outstanding job.  Their investigation was rigorous, thorough, and independent,” said Mikulski.  “The final report is a good roadmap – it is a solid first step.  But it can’t be the only step.  We need sustained oversight of how the board’s recommendations are being implemented.  That’s why I’m introducing legislation to create a permanent, independent review board that will act as a watchdog on implementation.”

The board envisioned by Mikulski would be a 15-member panel appointed by bipartisan Congressional leadership, including the chair and ranking members of relevant committees.  Panelists would be experts in space flight, engineering and management.  Senator Mikulski mentions former Senators Jake Garn and John Glenn, both also former astronauts, as the kind of individuals she would like to see serve on an advisory board.   The board would have its own staff and budget and report to Congress every six months.
“A review board should be appointed by Congress and report to Congress,” continued Mikulski.  “Regular reports would focus on NASA’s progress and highlight the need for authorizing legislation or additional funding. Human space flight will never be risk free.  We owe it to the families of the Columbia astronauts who lost their lives – and all the other astronauts willing to risk their lives – to make sure it is as safe as possible. That means making sure the CAIB findings and recommendations are implemented over the long term.” 
Senator Mikulski plans to introduce this legislation in early September.  
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