[image: image1.png]goo




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT:   Liz Poston
August 6, 2003






Amy Hagovsky









202-228-1122









http://mikulski.senate.gov
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SENATOR MIKULSKI ANNOUNCES NEW SOFTWARE BEING INSTALLED AT FSA
Computer Systems Speeding Disaster Assistance Relief for Maryland Farmers
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today announced that the Department of Agriculture is in the process of installing updated software at Maryland’s Farm Service Agency offices.  This technology will speed the processing of requests for disaster relief due to last year’s draught.

“This is good news for Maryland’s farmers who are under tremendous financial stress because of last year’s drought and this year’s cold, wet spring,” said Mikulski.  “That’s why I worked hard in the Senate to make federal funds available for disaster relief.  I was shocked to learn that payments were being delayed because headquarters was not giving our local FSA offices the technology they need to process applications.  Now that the software is being installed, our farmers can get the relief they were promised.” 

In a July meeting with Eastern Shore farmers, Senator Mikulski learned that the lack of appropriate software at local FSA offices was delaying disaster relief payments to Maryland farmers .  Senator Mikulski promised to organize a letter from the Maryland delegation to U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman asking for prompt shipment of the necessary software to the local FSA field offices.  

After sending the delegation letter, Senator Mikulski conducted a follow-up discussion with Secretary Veneman on July 23rd.  In that discussion, Secretary Veneman acknowledged that the software was not ready in time for the June 6th start of electronic application.  She then noted that the FSA offices began receiving the software in mid-July and that payments had started to go out to Maryland farmers.  As of July 23, Maryland farmers have received over $ 4 million in disaster relief payments.
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