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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI AND SARBANES ANNOUNCE FEDERAL FUNDS FOR WIRELESS INTERNET TECHNOLOGY IN ALLEGANY COUNTY
Washington, D.C. – Senators Barbara A. Mikulski and Paul S. Sarbanes (both D-MD) today announced that the Allegany County Board of Commissioners will receive a $500,000 grant to build a wireless internet broadband network in Allegany County. The money is being awarded by the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) through their Special Telecommunications Initiative. 

“Wherever I go in Western Maryland, people tell me they need internet technology,” said Senator Mikulski. “These funds will help bridge the digital divide for the people, businesses, and communities of Allegany County. As a social worker and a legislator, I understand technology is a tool for empowerment and believe that no child or community can be left out or left behind. But this is not just about technology – it is about creating jobs, strengthening businesses, and building communities.” 
"Internet technologies are changing the face of the way we communicate," said Senator Paul S. Sarbanes.  "By providing these ARC funds, we are improving the telecommunications infrastructure throughout Allegany County, adding jobs and increasing economic development prospects throughout the region."

These federal funds will go towards building a network that will provide 90% Allegany County’s commercial and industrial areas with high-speed internet service. The ARC grant will help purchase radio tower equipment, electronics, and maintenance equipment required to operate the network. The technology will provide high-speed Internet, data transmission, and videoconferencing services to local businesses. An estimated 270 jobs will be created as a result of the new network, which will help attract industrial and and commercial development. 
The ARC is a partnership of the 13 Appalachian states and a federal government representative. The Commission supports economic and social development in the Appalachian Region.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Senator Mikulski serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee.  Senator Sarbanes serves as the Ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee.
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