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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI WINS SENATE BATTLE TO PREVENT CUT OF 

20,000 NEW AMERICORPS VOLUNTEERS THIS YEAR
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) spoke on the floor of the U.S. Senate today and successfully defended legislation she sponsored to prevent the cut of 20,000 AmeriCorps volunteer slots this year.  (To see video of this floor speech, visit http://mikulski.senate.gov/audio.html.
Senator Mikulski offered an amendment to the Supplemental appropriations bill on July 9, 2003.  Her legislation would give AmeriCorps an additional $100 million to ensure a full enrollment of 50,000 new volunteers this year – the level authorized by the U.S. Congress.  Senator Mikulski’s amendment passed the Appropriations Committee unanimously.
Today on the floor of the U.S. Senate, Senator Mikulski turned back a challenge to her amendment that would have stripped the Americorps funding out of the Senate version of the supplemental appropriations bill.  A bipartisan majority of her colleagues voted with Mikulski to keep the AmeriCorps provision in the bill.  The vote tally was 71 in favor of the Mikulski amendment and 21 opposed.

Because of overenrollment of volunteers and financial mismanagement, the Corporation for National and Community Service is unable to fund the 50,000 volunteer slots intended by Congress this year.  Senators Mikulski and Kit Bond (R-MO) introduced and passed the “Strengthen AmeriCorps Program Act of 2003” in June as a first step to solve this problem.  This legislation gives AmeriCorps program flexibility that will enable them to hire 30,000 volunteers in 2003.  

Senator Mikulski wrote to President Bush in June requesting supplemental funding for AmeriCorps.  She also asked the President to appoint a new CEO for the Corporation for National Service “with the management skills necessary to restore confidence in the Corporation’s abilities to make a real difference to our volunteers – and in our communities.”

- more -

The following is Senator Mikulski’s statement today, as printed in the Congressional Record:
“In the Appropriations Committee, I offered an amendment to add $100 million to the supplemental appropriations legislation for AmeriCorps.  My amendment had bipartisan support: Senator Bond, the Chairman of the VA-HUD Subcommittee which funds AmeriCorps, Senators Stevens and Byrd, and many other Senators.

“My amendment was simple and straightforward.  It added $100 million in emergency supplemental funding 
for AmeriCorps so there will be 50,000 new AmeriCorps volunteers this year - the amount Congress always intended.  Without additional funding this year, there will be a cut of 20,000 volunteers.
Why is this an emergency?

“I share the President’s support for AmeriCorps.  But unless we operationalize that support in the Federal checkbook, we will squander an opportunity to capture America’s volunteer spirit and our communities will suffer.  

“As a founder of AmeriCorps, I have been its chief advocate in the Senate.  Recently, I have been one of AmeriCorps’ chief critics.  The Corporation for National and Community Service runs AmeriCorps.  The Corporation overenrolled volunteers and mismanaged taxpayer dollars.  I have asked for the CEO’s resignation.  And Senator Bond and I worked on a bipartisan basis to pass a bill to fix accounting mismanagement problems.  Our bill was the first step to strengthen AmeriCorps for the future and we are pleased that President Bush signed our bill into law.  But now we must support volunteers and communities in the Federal checkbook.  

“This is a true emergency.  We cannot let bureaucratic mismanagement jeopardize volunteer opportunities and the communities who depend on volunteers.
Why is this important?

“My amendment will add $100 million for AmeriCorps for 50,000 new AmeriCorps volunteers this year.  Congress has always intended 50,000 new volunteers.  But without this supplemental funding, there will only be 30,000 volunteers.  AmeriCorps programs around the country will shut their doors.  Volunteers, and the communities who depend on them, will be penalized for the bureaucracy’s mistake.  We have an opportunity to capture the volunteer spirit of America.  We must support our communities and volunteers in the Federal checkbook.
What programs will be cut?
“AmeriCorps volunteers serve in urban, suburban, and rural communities.  They help local communities meet local needs.  Let me tell you about some AmeriCorps volunteers in Maryland.
- more -

“In rural Western Maryland there is an AmeriCorps program called “A STAR.”  Each year, 34 volunteers participate in A STAR.  Volunteers work to meet local needs 
in Allegany, Garrett, and Washington Counties - rural communities that are often overlooked.  A STAR volunteers tutor children and help teach them to read.  They connect needy families with access to food and shelter.  They help communities clean up and rebuild after flooding.  Unless we approve more funding for AmeriCorps, the A STAR program will be eliminated and communities in Western Maryland will lose 34 volunteers.
“In nearby Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties, there is an AmeriCorps program called “Project CHANGE.”  Project CHANGE volunteers tutor and mentor the growing Hispanic immigrant population.  Many of these children don’t speak English.  Project CHANGE volunteers empower them to learn and succeed.  Without more AmeriCorps funding, Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties will lose 14 Project CHANGE volunteers.
“In Baltimore City, we have 50 JumpStart volunteers.  They work in early childhood education centers, working one-on-one with pre-kindergarten children who need additional attention.  Without additional AmeriCorps funding, Baltimore will lose 50 JumpStart volunteers.
“Also in Baltimore, we’ve got 40 Notre Dame volunteers.  They work in Baltimore schools, tutoring children and providing after-school activities to help kids learn and keep them out of trouble.  Notre Dame is a success story of a faith-based organization making a difference for our communities.  But without additional AmeriCorps funding, 
Baltimore will lose 40 Notre Dame volunteers.
“These are some examples in Maryland.  But Communities all around the country will be hurt unless we approve more funding for AmeriCorps.
Leveraging Volunteers

“Communities won’t just lose the volunteers.  They’ll also lose what the volunteers leverage in those communities - more local volunteers and private funding to meet local needs.  AmeriCorps volunteers recruit and train other volunteers so the impact in communities is really magnified.
Conclusion

“Without urgent funding for AmeriCorps, our volunteers and the communities who depend on them will suffer because of bureaucracy’s mistakes.  The $100 million that I added to this supplemental has bipartisan support.  The need for this funding is urgent.  It is a true emergency.  I urge my colleagues to oppose any efforts to penalize our communities and our volunteers by stripping-out $100 million for AmeriCorps from this supplemental legislation.”
# # #
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