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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI AND SARBANES ANNOUNCE FEDERAL FUNDS
TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN GARRETT COUNTY
Washington, D.C. - Senators Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) and Paul S. Sarbanes (D-MD) announced today that Garrett County will receive $35,000 to complete a feasibility/market study for an incubator to promote small businesses and attract shoppers and tourists to the area.  The money was awarded by U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) through their Rural Business Enterprise Program.
“This grant will help Garrett County promote businesses, attract shoppers, and create opportunities,” said Senator Mikulski.  “These federal dollars will create jobs and boost the local economy.  I will keep fighting to fund federal grant programs like this one, which make money available to the communities that need it most.”    

“Small businesses create jobs, strengthen local economies, and are crucial to Western Maryland’s continued growth and development, said Sarbanes. “This grant will provide a terrific opportunity to study small business growth in Garrett County and bring more economic activity to the area.”
The grant will be used to complete a study for a business incubator in the Printz Building in downtown Oakland.  The incubator would be used by small businesses and artisans.  The variety of businesses located in the building would attract shoppers and tourists to the downtown district.  The initial goal is to assist 15 small businesses and create or retain 15 or more jobs.
Rural Business Enterprise Grants support the development of small businesses in areas in rural areas. Senator Mikulski serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee, which funds the USDA. Senator Sarbanes serves on the Senate Budget Committee.
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