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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING OF HERITAGE CROSSING
New Community Project Funded in Part by Mikulski-Created HOPE VI Program 
Washington, D.C. – Today Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) joined in celebrating the grand opening of the Heritage Crossing HOPE VI project in Baltimore.  Senator Mikulski helped secure $31 million in federal funding for the project, which includes 185 for-sale town homes and 75 low-income rental units.
Senator Mikulski created the HOPE VI Program over 10 years ago to transform public housing into livable communities.  Senator Mikulski believed public housing should not be a way of life but a way to a better life.  She created HOPE VI to provide innovative housing with resident participation and private sector support, as well as support services to create livable communities for families.   

“Since my days on the city council in Baltimore, I have fought to build livable communities – places where families can live, play, work, shop and pray,” said Senator Mikulski.  “That's why I created HOPE VI.  This program is not just about building housing units.  It’s about creating new hope, new opportunity, new ways to empower people and new community growth.  I'm proud to be a partner in the building of the Heritage Crossing community.”

Heritage Crossing, the third federally-funded HOPE VI Development in Baltimore City, is a mixed-income, mixed-use community with a two-acre park and community center.  All 185 of the homeownership units have been sold and over 46% of the new homebuyers formerly resided outside of the city.  These homeownership unites are geared to first-time homebuyers.

Senator Mikulski serves as the Senior Democrat on the Veterans, Housing and Independent Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, which funds the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and its HOPE VI projects.
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