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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI FIGHTS TO BLOCK ADMINISTRATION PROPOSAL TO 

STRIP OVERTIME PAY FOR EIGHT MILLION AMERICANS 
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) is fighting to block a plan by the Bush Administration that would strip overtime protections for eight million hardworking men and women.  The proposal would make these workers – including nurses, technicians, police officers, and firefighters – ineligible for overtime pay under the Fair Labor Standards Act.  
At a press conference today, Senator Mikulski joined her colleague, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), in announcing their plan to block any  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1rule to disqualify more workers from overtime pay who are currently eligible for it under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) of 1938.
To hear Senator Mikulski’s statement or for radio broadcast, please call 1-800-511-0763 and, when prompted, enter actuality number 5479.

“I oppose President Bush’s plan to deny overtime pay to eight million Americans,” said Senator Mikulski.  “These workers depend on overtime pay to help make ends meet.  Yet, the Bush Administration wants to strip overtime protections for these hardworking families.  It’s anti-worker and anti-family.”
Senator Mikulski is joining Senator Harkin in introducing legislation that would block any rule that would change current law and disqualify workers from overtime pay.  The legislation would also allow new rules that would increase the number of workers who would be eligible for overtime pay under the Fair Labor Standards Act.  The legislation will be offered as an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2004 Labor, Health and Human Services spending bill, which is scheduled to come to the full Senate for a vote in the next few weeks.

“I’m proud to join Senator Harkin in offering this amendment to protect overtime pay for our workers,” said Senator Mikulski.  “These men and women work hard to serve our communities.  They deserve extra pay for their extra efforts.”

Senator Mikulski continued, “In Maryland hospitals, there is a shortfall of over 2,000 nurses.  Eighty-seven percent of Maryland nurses work overtime just to make up for the shortage and, on average, work eight and a half weeks of overtime each year.  If the Bush Administration’s proposal becomes law, nurses will have to work these same hours for no extra pay – or hospitals will have to get by without enough nurses on duty.  I worked hard to pass legislation to eliminate the nursing shortage.  Changing overtime rules would be a huge step backward.”
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