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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SENATOR MIKULSKI CONTINUES THE FIGHT FOR AMERICORPS FUNDING
Mikulski objects to House supplemental appropriations bill that leaves out funding for 
FEMA, the Columbia Investigation, and AmeriCorps
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) spoke on the floor of the U.S. Senate today to object to the House of Representatives Supplemental Appropriations bill. The House passed a bill that did not adequately fund the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the commission investigating the Columbia disaster, and the AmeriCorps program. 

Below is a portion of Senator Mikulski’s speech.  To see video of this floor speech, visit http://mikulski.senate.gov/audio.html. 
“The United States Senate massed an urgent supplemental bill to deal with shortfalls in funding where America is facing disasters. Our Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which responds to disasters like hurricanes, earthquakes and even a terrorist attack, is in danger of running out of funds within a matter of days. As of July they were down to $89 million, and we acted swiftly to include $1.6 billion to replenish the account. Because the West is enduring wildfires of unbelievable magnitude due to a combination of fire and drought, as fellow Americans we joined with our western Senators to put money in the federal checkbook to deal with these wildfires. We also included funds to deal with the shortfall in the committee that's investigating what went wrong in the Columbia disaster. And guess what? We also added $100 million to deal with the shortfall in AmeriCorps, which occurred because of bureaucratic mismanagement, so that volunteers would not be penalized and they could be coming into our school-based programs.

“Well, guess what's happening now in the House. This very minute they're debating a rule that limits debate and prohibits amendments. And if the rule passes, the House will take up a bill that will essentially strip the urgent supplemental that the Senate passed. The House only wants to pass half of what the President says he needs for FEMA, and take out all of the other programs.

“We've never let FEMA fall to such a low level. And I'm sorry that the House is falling to such a low level as well. We don't need low levels at FEMA. We don't need low levels from the House of Representatives. I'm concerned that the FEMA account is nearly bankrupt. It's unconscionable and irresponsible. On the Atlantic and Gulf coasts we're at the height of the hurricane season, 
— more —

and they know it. When it comes to looking at the whole issue of wildfires, they know what the West is facing. It's not a TV item.  Brave people are willing to put themselves on the lines, states are at a financial crisis and now they're facing the fire crisis. As an east coast Senator, my heart goes out to those in the West.

“I know one volunteer who came to Baltimore, and he went into a very tough school under Teach for America. When he came in the reading levels were at 23%. When he walked out, after he had had finished his AmeriCorps commitment, those kids were reading in the 71 percentile, a 50% improvement. That young man changed those kids' lives. But those kids changed that young man's life. He is now a regular teacher in the Baltimore City School System.

“This is what Teach for America is all about. Not only the habits of the heart. This isn't rich kids singing "kumbayah." These are kids earning a voucher to pay for the high cost of tuition and give practical experience to America. They help our communities and then, in turn, the communities have a great impact on them. A modest public investment.

“There was a bureaucratic snafu. It is being corrected, thanks to the leadership of Senator Bond with the cooperation of this side of the aisle. Why should we punish the volunteers? Volunteers who are all ready to go in September won't be able to go because of what the House is going to do this afternoon. 
“So I object. I object to the House sending back a conference without these items in it.  If their bill comes back under this draconian circumstance, I will object to it being brought up. I think we ought to send back to the House the Senate bill, which we agreed upon and approved by an overwhelming majority of 85-7.”
Senator Mikulski’s amendment to the Senate Supplemental appropriations bill would give AmeriCorps an additional $100 million to ensure a full enrollment of 50,000 new volunteers this year – the level authorized by the U.S. Congress.  Senator Mikulski’s amendment passed the Appropriations Committee unanimously and was approved by the full Senate in 71-21 vote on July 11. 
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