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MIKULSKI WORKS TO EASE AMERICA’S PHARMACIST SHORTAGE
Washington, D.C. – Today Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) worked with her colleagues on the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee to pass the Pharmacy Education Aid Act of 2003 (S. 648).  This bipartisan bill, cosponsored by Senator Mikulski,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1offers incentives for men and women to seek employment within the pharmacist profession. 
“We have a pharmacist shortage in this country,” said Senator Mikulski.  “Hospitals and pharmacies don’t have the staff they need to keep up with the pace of the growing senior population and patients suffer the consequences.  This legislation will help make pharmacy education more affordable.  Helping men and women pay for their education will bring more pharmacists into the profession.  And, in return for financial help, these men and women will serve in areas that need pharmacists the most.”
The Pharmacy Education Aid Act of 2003 creates two student loan repayment programs for pharmacists:

1. Repayment of student loans up to $35,000 for each year a pharmacist serves at a facility facing a critical shortage. Pharmacists must commit to at least two years of service, and preference is given to those with the greatest financial need.
2. Repayment of student loans up to $35,000 for each year a pharmacist serves as a faculty member at a school of pharmacy. The program requires pharmacists to commit to at least two years of service, and pharmacy schools to provide a 1:1 match.
Currently 21% of pharmacist positions in hospitals are unfilled. There are over 6,500 openings for pharmacists nationwide and some VA health centers have less than half of their authorized pharmacist positions filled. The number of pharmacy school applicants is declining: The University of Maryland School of Pharmacy reported that their applicant pool has decreased nearly 50% from 1996 to 1999.
This bipartisan legislation is sponsored by Senators Jack Reed (D-RI) and Mike Enzi (R-WY), and is supported by  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, and the National Rural Health Association. The bill now moves to the full Senate for consideration.  A Senate vote has not yet been scheduled.
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