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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SENATOR MIKULSKI CELEBRATES GROUNDBREAKING OF 
LIVING CLASSROOMS’ WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT CENTER
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1took part in the groundbreaking ceremony for Living Classrooms Foundation’s new “Mikulski Workforce Development Center” (WDC). Living Classrooms provides hands-on education and job training for students from diverse backgrounds. The WDC provides training to help graduates find and keep jobs. 
“Living Classrooms Foundation puts value into action,” said Senator Mikulski, who secured $300,000 for this project in 2001.  “They provide hands-on education and job training, building pathways to independence.  This new center will enable the Foundation to help young people not only learn new skills but also put those skills to use in new careers.  I am so proud to be part of this project.” 
Living Classrooms Foundation was established in Baltimore in 1985 as a non-profit organization. The Foundation provides at-risk youths with real-life learning opportunities aboard ships, in inner city neighborhoods, in rural areas, in suburban community centers, and in its own Baltimore East Harbor facility. Students learn math, science, language arts, history, economics, and ecology with an emphasis on career development, cooperative learning, elevating self-esteem, and fostering multicultural exchange. 
Senator Mikulski secured $300,000 in federal funding for the new Workforce Development Center project in 2001 through the Economic Development Initiative (EDI) Program in the Veterans, Housing and Independent Agencies (VA-HUD) spending bill. Senator Mikulski served as Chairman of the VA-HUD Appropriations Subcommittee when the bill was written, and now serves as Ranking Democratic Member.

Economic Development Initiative (EDI) grants are awarded on a competitive basis and must meet criteria set by Senator Mikulski including meeting a compelling human need, benefiting low- or moderate-income neighborhoods, eliminating physical or economic distress, and if the project has a funding match from a non-federal source.
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