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MIKULSKI FIGHTS TO INCREASE FEDERAL FUNDS FOR FIREFIGHTERS
Mikulski Leads Bipartisan Effort to Fully Fund Federal Firefighter Grant Program
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) and Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) are leading a bipartisan effort to fund FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program at its fully authorized level of $900 million for fiscal year 2004.  Before this year, FEMA was funded through the Veterans, Housing, and Independent Agencies (VA-HUD) Appropriations Subcommittee.  Senator Mikulski serves as Ranking Member of that Subcommittee and Senator Bond serves as Chairman.  FEMA is now funded through the new Homeland Security Subcommittee, of which Senator Mikulski is a member.
Senators Mikulski and Bond have written a letter (see attached) to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security urging them to provide $900 million in federal funding for FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program in the Fiscal Year 2004 spending bill.  Mikulski and Bond are circulating this letter to their Senate colleagues, urging them to sign on to the letter and support their request for funding.

In their letter to Senators Thad Cochran and Robert Byrd, Senators Mikulski and Bond wrote “As one of the pillars of the first responder community, it is essential that our firefighters have the best equipment and training possible.  We owe them nothing less.  Whether it’s responding to an act of terrorism, a fire, or an automobile accident, helping our firefighters makes all of our communities safer.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program is a competitive grant program open to fire departments nationwide.  Fire departments can apply for money for training, firefighting equipment, protective gear, fire prevention programs, and firefighting vehicles.  In 2003, FEMA received almost 20,000 applications, totaling $2.5 billion in requests for local departments.  Forty-one fire departments in Maryland received a total of $4.1 million in funding last year through this grant program.
As the senior Democrat on the Appropriations Subcommittee that funded FEMA, Senator Mikulski has fought each year to increase funding for the grant program.  Last year, the program was funded at $750 million – up from $360 million in 2002.
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