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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI AND SARBANES SECURE FEDERAL FUNDING FOR CRITICAL BALTIMORE HOMETOWN SECURITY PROJECTS
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) joined Baltimore Mayor Martin O’Malley, Police Commissioner Kevin Clark, and Fire Chief William Goodwin at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor today to announce federal funding for key Baltimore hometown security projects.  Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes worked together to secure this funding, which was awarded directly to the City of Baltimore.
“Mayor O’Malley and I believe that homeland security starts with hometown security,” said Senator Mikulski.  “We need to protect our Port from predators, whether it’s terrorists or drug smugglers.  And we need to give local law enforcement the tools they need to convict the guilty and protect the innocent.  I’m so proud to stand with Mayor O’Malley and announce this federal funding being awarded to Baltimore.”
Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes have continuously fought to secure federal funding directly for local communities to help them pay for homeland security efforts.  The Senators have secured the following grants for the City of Baltimore.

DNA Laboratory

Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes worked together to secure $997,000 for the Baltimore Police Department’s new DNA Laboratory.  The money will be used to purchase highly-specialized technology equipment, including DNA kits, a Gas Chromatography Mass Spectrometer (GCMS) that will be used to process evidence in arson investigations, and other high-tech equipment to analyze fiber and inks.  The funding will also enable the department to hire additional staff for the lab.  This money was included in the Fiscal Year 2003 Commerce, State and Justice Appropriations bill at the request of the Maryland Senators.

Port Security

Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes helped secure $500,000 in federal grant money to help Baltimore purchase a state-of-the-art 27-foot Sea Arc marine boat.  The city is also purchasing two additional boats this summer which will be equipped with radar and global positioning systems (GPS) to further enhance homeport security and routine harbor patrol.  The funding was included in the Defense Supplemental legislation which passed Congress in December 2001.
The Senators also recently secured $750,000 by the Maryland Senators to improve security at the Port of Baltimore.  The funding will be used to purchase surveillance cameras for Baltimore’s patrol boats and for the Inner Harbor.  The federal money was awarded earlier this month by the Department of Homeland Security through the Transportation Security Administration’s Port Security Grant Program.
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