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SENATOR  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI LEADS EDUCATION DISCUSSION AT 

AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERSHIP SUMMIT ON CAPITOL HILL 
Over 200 People, Including 17 Marylanders, Attended Today’s Summit
Washington, D.C. – Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today hosted a roundtable discussion on education issues as part of a national African American Leadership Summit on Capitol Hill. Senator Mikulski led the discussion with Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), and Representative Chaka Fattah (D-PA).  African American leaders from all over the country participated in today’s Summit, including several Marylanders.
Senator Mikulski told today’s participants: “You’ve always had to fight to challenge the establishment to say ‘now’ when others told you ‘wait.’  You’re needed now more than ever to stand up for what America stands for – a civil rights agenda, an empowerment agenda, and an inclusion agenda.  I want you to know I’m on your side.  You can count on me to stand up for opportunity, equality, and empowerment.”
Senator Mikulski also praised the Supreme Court for upholding race-based affirmative action, calling it “a great victory for opportunity and for diversity.”  
Participants in the education roundtable discussed a wide range of education issues including the Head Start program, affirmative action, and the affordability of higher education. This roundtable was one of several discussions that took place as part of today’s Summit. Other discussions focused on the economy, homeland security, health care, and Civil Rights. 
Over 200 people from across the country participated in the conference, organized by Senate Democrats and the Congressional Black Caucus, to address to issues and challenges facing the Africa-American community.  Marylanders attending today’s Summit include: Steve Birdine, International Grand Polaris, Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc.; Daryl Boffman, Board of Education Member, Frederick County Public Schools; Karen Britto, Chair, Maryland County Democratic Club; June White Dillard, President, Prince George's Co. Branch, NAACP; Dr. Jessica Gordan Nembhard, Economist and Assistant Professor, University of Maryland; Rev. Bobby Henry, Jericho City of Praise; The Honorable Verna Jones, Senator, Maryland General Assembly; The Honorable Darryl Kelley, Delegate, Maryland House of Delegates; Anthony McCarthy, Associate Publisher, Baltimore Times; Gregory Philips, Executive Director, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; Rev. Dr. Walter Scott Thomas, Immediate Past President, Hampton Ministers Conference; Bea Pace Smith, Vice President of Government Relations, NAFEO; The Honorable Herman Taylor II, Delegate, Maryland House of Delegates; Dr. Beatrice Tignor, Chair, Prince George's County School Board; Dr. C. Delores Tucker, Chair, National Political Congress of Black Women, Inc.; Dr. Ronald L. Walters Ph.D., Professor, University of Maryland; and Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, President, Skinner Leadership Institute.
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