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MIKULSKI ANNOUNCES VICTORY FOR WORKING FAMILIES

Mikulski-Backed Legislation Reinstates Child Tax Credit for Over 100,000 MD Families
WASHINGTON, D.C. ( The Senate passed legislation today to reinstate the child tax credit, affecting over six million families across the country and over 100,000 in Maryland.  U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) helped lead a bipartisan coalition of Senators in sponsoring the legislation, which expands the number of families eligible for an immediate tax refund check. The Working Taxpayer Fairness Restoration Act (S. 1162), introduced by Senators Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) and Olympia Snowe (R-ME), ensures that families earning between $10,500 and $26,625 can qualify for the same child tax credit as those in other brackets.  

“When the tax bill passed last month, it included breaks for Joe Billionaire but left out our teachers’ aides, rookie firefighters, and even our child care workers,” said Senator Mikulski.  “Many of these hard working men and women didn’t qualify for the $1,000 child tax credit under the new law.  This is outrageous.  We need to give help to those families that are practicing self help.  That’s why I fought to make sure that all children in the United States of America will benefit from the tax credit.” 

The tax bill, signed into law last month, increased the child trax credit from $600 to $1,000 per child. The increase takes effect next year, but $400 checks will be mailed to qualifying families this summer as an advance. In the Senate-passed legislation, families earning less than $26,500 would qualify for this child tax credit.  However, it was not in the House-passed bill or the original Administration proposal.  The provision was dropped from the bill before the final plan was voted on by Congress last month.  The Working Taxpayer Fairness Restoration Act restores the child credit that was included in the original Senate bill to ensure these families would be eligible to receive the credit.

This legislation ensures 6.5 million families nationally, including 103,000 in Maryland, will receive $400 checks this July. The tax credit would be paid for by closing the tax loopholes used by corporations.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
The bill passed the Senate this evening by a vote of 94 – 2.
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