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SENATOR MIKULSKI ANNOUNCES BALTIMORE FACILITY TO MANAGE 

“NEXT GENERATION SPACE TELESCOPE” PROJECT 
* * *

NASA Contract is worth $162 Million

WASHINGTON, D.C.  - Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD) today announced that NASA has awarded the Association of Universities for Research in Astronomy (AURA) a $162 million contract to manage the James Webb Space Telescope Science and Operations Control Center at the Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore.  AURA is a nonprofit consortium of educational institutions. 
“This partnership guarantees that Baltimore will remain a world-class center for space science well into the next decade,” said Senator Mikulski, the ranking Democrat on the Senate Subcommittee that funds NASA.  “I am so proud that the team that has managed Hubble so successfully will now manage out next generation telescope, keeping jobs and research in Baltimore.  This is a great win for the Space Telescope Science Institute.”
The total estimated contract value is $162.2 million.  The funding will be used for products and services required for the science program, development of ground systems, science and engineering support, integration and test support, educational outreach, and flight operations during the launch of the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). Operations support for the JWST will also be performed at the Space Telescope Science Institute at John Hopkins University. 

The James Webb Space Telescope, which will take the place of the Hubble Space Telescope at the end of this decade, is scheduled for launch in 2011. Once the spacecraft to reaches its destination, the telescope will orbit in space between the sun and the Earth. Goals of this mission include: determine the shape of the Universe, explain galaxy evolution, understand the birth and formation of stars, determine how planetary systems form and interact, determine how the Universe built up its present chemical/elemental composition, and probe the nature and abundance of Dark Matter. 
# # #
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