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MIKULSKI FLOOR STATEMENT CALLING FOR ECONOMIC PATRIOTISM

Madam President, I want to thank the Senator from North Dakota for his passion and vigor in
presenting this amendment. I also thank him for his story about the Red Rider, good old wagon. |
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corporations who are providing health care to their workers and to their retirees. But, no, we give
tax breaks to those people who want to take their jobs and to another country.

It is time we look at our Tax Code and call for a patriotic Tax Code. I want a patriotic Tax
Code. We walk around the floor of the Senate, we go to rallies, we love to be in parades. We wear
our flags because we want to stand up for our troops -- and stand up for our troops we should -- but
we have to stand up for America.

We have to stand up for America by having a strong economy. That is why I want a patriotic
Tax Code. This amendment we are proposing is about patriotism. It is about economic patriotism.
We have to start putting our might and our mus¢le and our Senat votes behind this.

What does a patriotic Tax Code do? I think it would focus on bringing our jobs back home
and bringing our money back home. That is what a patriotic Tax Code would do. The Dorgan-
Mikulski amendment is step one. It ends these huge tax breaks for manufacturing companies that
send jobs overseas, only to sell the products they make right here in the United States of America.
The current Tax Code lets these companies move the jobs and not pay taxes on the profits, even
though they earn the profits by their sales of those products in the United States.

Our amendment tells these companies if you want to export jobs out of America, you need to
pay the taxes on your profits. Our amendment says the Tax Code can no longer be used to boost
corporate rewards at the expense of American workers. I have watched those jobs I have talked
about leave. A couple months ago, we were hard hit on the eastern shore. There is a company
headquartered in Maryland called Black and Decker. It makes many of the wonderful tools you use
in your home. It was started by a Maryland family. The jobs were in America. Now the
headquarters is in America, but the jobs are not here. The eastern shore jobs at that major
manufacturing facility have left. Over a thousand people were laid off; 1,000 people in a little
community like Talbot County. That is a tremendous impact. The impact has been felt by the whole
community. People lost their jobs, and people had to cut back in terms of their homes, the way they
shop at their grocery store; and there is great shrinkage in the United Fund. I could go on about that.
Those jobs left this country.

At the same time, there are other examples. Take Maytag. Oh, gosh, every woman in
America loves Maytag and that friendly guy who comes to service them. Well, I hope he speaks a
foreign language to try to read the manual, because those Maytags are made somewhere else. By the
way, they used to be made in Illinois. So those 1,500 jobs left. They were washed out, if you will,
in this country.

Now, there is the exit of the service jobs. A lot of people in manufacturing who lost their jobs
busted their backs and their butts to send their kids to higher education, community college, or
college. They said go to college, kids, learn technology; it is the new field. You are not going to be
laid off like me. You are going to have a future.| America will be the tech country of the world.
Well, guess what happened. Now the tech jobs are going. In the next few years, the IT sector will
move over 500,000 jobs overseas. People are saying train -- you have to be kidding. Even our State
governments are outsourcing jobs by hiring companies to do call centers overseas. Ijoined with
Senator Dodd to stop the outsourcing of Federal jobs overseas to call centers.

That is why I stand here today with my colleague from North Dakota to call on us to think
about economic patriotism, think about a patriotic Tax Code that, first of all, gives rewards to
American companies that keep jobs here, and also a tax code that gives good bonuses to those
companies that provide health insurance to their workers and also look out for their retirees.

Then the other thing is to end the despicable process and breaks and rewarding those
companies who move not only the little red wagons, but very big manufacturing items overseas.
That is why I want to stand up today for what I believe is the right thing to do. I call upon my
colleagues to think about where America is going in the 21st century. Where are we going to be?
Are we going to create more opportunity? Are we going to create more jobs that pay living wages,
that have a benefit structure you can reward? Or|are we going to resemble the economy of a third
world country?

I really want to have a tax code that brin%i our jobs back home, brings our money back

home, stands up for America. So pass the Dorgan-Mikulski amendment and take your first step
toward economic patriotism.



